CONCEPT NOTE

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON EDUCATION POLICY (ICEP) 2013

Education Reform Policies: Bridging Policy and Practice 

Toward Meeting the 21st Century Skills 
Greetings from Malaysia,
Today, there is a general consensus among educationists and educational policy-makers around the world that non-cognitive skills or better known as ‘21st Century Skills’ should be an integral part of education in order to provide learners with a holistic educational experience which would prepare them for the challenges of globalization. Thus what will it take to ensure that the idea of "21st century skills"—or more precisely, the effort to ensure that all students, rather than just a privileged few, have access to a rich education that intentionally helps them learn these skills? One fundamental prerequisite to meet this demand is the assurance that policymakers and educators are able to translate and implement the intended policy to achieve the desired educational outcome. 
The Ministry of Education, Malaysia will be hosting the first International Conference on Education Policy (ICEP), from the 28th till the 30th of October 2013, in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. The conference theme is Education Reform Policies: Bridging Policy and Practice Toward Meeting the 21st Century Skills. The Ministry would like to extend a special invitation to you and your organization to present a paper and participate in the upcoming event.
This highly exciting and challenging international Conference is intended to be a forum, discussion and networking platform for educational specialist involved in policy formulation and implementation, officials from education ministries and professionals from other education related government bodies and agencies.  More specifically, it targets government officials and policy makers who are interested in learning about the best practices, educational development strategies and educational systems around the world and interested in establishing networks with other policy makers in the field of supporting educational development for the 21st century.

· Conference Structure

· A twenty-minute oral presentation. 
· All presentations will be in English.
·  A PowerPoint presentation is recommended

· Areas of presentation
· Latest Trends in Educational Policies in OECD Countries 
· The Interpretation and Practice of Educational Policies to Produce Excellent Students

· Enabling educational policies reflecting the changing needs of schools and developing next generation
· Implementation of 12 years of schooling
· Bilingual Education 
· Science Education

· Sustaining the Excellence in Global  Comparative Studies

· 21st Century Skills Among Children with Learning Disabilities

· Educational Policy for Aboriginal/Minority Groups
· Alternative Education
· Educational Policy Evaluation
· Participants
· Participants of the conference will include policy makers and implementers within the Ministry of Education, World Bank, UNICEF, and UNESCO.

· Accommodation and meals at the conference venue (including Breakfast, Morning Tea, Lunch, Afternoon Tea and Dinner) for paper presenters and participants will be provided by the host organisation. Any other expenses incurred will be borne by the participants (e.g flight, ground transport)
· Representatives from national and international bodies, institutions, universities and government organizations are also welcome to participate at their own cost and as space permits. 

· Important dates

· Submission of abstract to secretariat via email: June 24, 2013  
· Announcement of selected abstracts via  email: July 5, 
· Submission of full paper to the secretariat via email: August 26, 2013 
· Requirements

· The submitted abstract should not exceed 500 words in length.
· Presenter’s brief biography should not exceed  one page (A4 size).
· The full paper should not exceed 10 pages (A4 size), single spaced, Times New Roman, 12 pt font.
· The paper must be written using the English language.
· Submission of the abstract and the full paper can be done via email to: ICEP2013@moe.gov.my
We look forward to your kind reply.

