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Draft Declaration

Three Inter-regional Seminars on Education,
 23-25 February 2013, Tehran, IR of Iran
International Congress on Ethics in Teaching, 

(23 February 2013, Medical Ethics and History of Medicine Research Centre)
Inter-regional Seminar on Eliminating Discrimination in Education, 

(24 February 2013, Shahid Beheshti University)
Inter-regional Seminar on Vulnerabilities of Education and Methods to Prevent Them, 

(25 February 2013, Science and Technology University)
Introduction: 

In their confrontation with many of the potential present and future challenges, the human societies seek and resort to education as an asset essential for achieving their ideals of peace, social justice and human development. On this basis, the creation and realisation of learning and knowledge societies are altogether highlighted as basic goals for countries in achieving sustainable human development.
Despite considerable progress in educational systems around the world, recent decades have witnessed serious human-driven threats to education in many regions. These have intensified poverty, decreased economic growth and have been an obstacle to achieving the MDGs and the EFA goals. Providing the means to access quality and equal education for all, calls for identifying challenges, building and developing capacities, improving national and regional planning processes and the strengthening of monitoring and supervisory mechanisms. 
The three inter-regional seminars on education, referred to in the title, will be host to educational policy-makers and people in charge of education, UNESCO experts and representatives, and educational experts from Asia and the Pacific, the Arab region and Africa.These seminars, a joint effort of national entities in charge of education (the Iranian Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, the Ministry of Health and Medical Education ), and the Iranian National Commission for UNESCO,  were  held from 23 to 25 February 2013 in the Iranian capital, Tehran and are organized with the prime purpose of meeting educational challenges of today and tomorrow.
In view of the above and:

Considering the challenges with political, ethnic, linguistic and scientific origins still confronted in many places of the world, bringing about discrimination in education and hindering joint educational activities between North/South countries, and obstructing the free flow of information and knowledge for educational and research purposes; 
Recalling that according to the Convention against Discrimination in Education "Education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms; it shall promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace"(1960, article 5 (1) a);
Bearing in mind that according to the Declaration on the Responsibilities of the Present Generations Towards Future Generations:"Education is an important instrument for the development of human persons and societies. It should be used to foster peace, justice, understanding, tolerance and equality for the benefit of present and future generations" (1997, article 10 (2);
Recognizing that the task of protecting the needs and interests of future generations, particularly through education, is fundamental to the ethical mission of UNESCO, the Constitution of which enshrines the ideals of ‘justice and liberty and peace’ founded on ‘the intellectual and moral solidarity of mankind;
Recalling  article 13 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966) that recognizes the right of everyone to equal primary, secondary and higher  education and quality education;

Being aware of the fact that despite significant progress in the implementation of the education right, attaining to primary, secondary and higher education, especially in developed countries, this for other communities is still a challenging task, which requires more forceful and concerted action at national, regional and international levels to achieve the goal of equal and equality education for all; 

Believing that implementation of and achieving the right to education without any action for eliminating discrimination is an important obstacle to attaining quality and equality in education for all; 
Affirming that paying little or no attention to appropriate training in ethical principles and concepts during the educational period for school pupils and university students will impact on the role of educational institutions in transferring and promoting values and ethical principles required by responsible citizens to the future generations;
the participants to the three inter-regional seminars on education propose the following for action in the three scopes of promoting ethics in education, eliminating discrimination in education and preventing vulnerabilities in education to governments, specialized agencies of the UN and all educational stakeholders: 
I. Promoting ethics in education:

a. Adopting necessary rules and policies to include inclusive ethical values in educational planning and policy-making, which will help bring about a change in the roles of instructors and school pupils' attitudes in educational environments;
b. Teachers and professors are the main actors for transferring values and ethical principles and maintaining ethical rule in educational systems. Therefore, it is necessary to have special attention attached to them in educational policy-making and programmes;
c. Education is an important tool for empowering children, youth and adults. Education must be directed towards the formation of values and attitudes that, in view of pluralism and diversity, would lead people to avoiding violence and promoting peaceful co-existence in the context of social life;
d. Taking account of learning management systems, quality of content and implementation methods in managing virtual education;

e. Promoting the knowledge and raising awareness of educational planners and policy-makers to take account of ethical principles and criteria in education;

f. Adopting policies and necessary action based on sectoral and inter-sectoral approaches to protect educational systems from ethical challenges;

g. Taking account of ethical principles and standards in test-making and evaluation of school pupils and university students;

h. Attaching central priority to ethical values in the process of creating equal educational opportunities for all social groups; and

i. Carry-out necessary studies and research to include ethical values in educational planning activities.
j. To achieve sustainability of ethics in education, it is suggested to adopt all available guidelines, specifically religious and divine teachings which are especially proposed for education.

II. Eliminating discrimination in education:
a. Promote the principle of non-discrimination in education by encouraging governments to engage in measures for eliminating discriminatory practices; in such a way that all people , including university professors, teachers, university students and school pupils could have access to and enjoy educational , scientific and research facilities to be provided with the opportunity of disseminating their research findings in the form of scientific papers in scientific journals.
b. Encourage high standards in the provision of education and the development of mechanisms and policies as well as adequate allocations of public funding to support them, leaving the degree of specificity of these standards to be determined by individual states;
c. Create conditions to improve the status of educators, providing them with the necessary tools, pedagogical skills, and management responsibilities to make the education system responsive to pupils;
d. Support national and international activities to promote better understanding by teachers and other educational staffs of the relevant forms of liability to ensure that schools can operate in a lawful manner with due respect of the rights and responsibilities of pupils and their parents;
III. Protecting educational systems:
a. Community involvement in the running and defence of schools and universities;
b. The measures for protecting schools always have to be looked at in the context of general security measures taken to tackle the wider conflict in which they occur. Recovery measures from attacks should improve with the increased weight being given to education in emergencies;
c. Capacity development as an integral part of both our crisis prevention efforts and of our response to a crisis;
d. Create a module for negotiating and developing  university and school codes of conduct to safeguard them as zones of peace, in which local community facilitators convene negotiations with army, civil society and other stakeholder groups to cease targeting schools;

e. Mobilize civil society to keep the conflict out of schools using local media, which monitor threats to schools through the educational journalists’ association;

f. Provide psychosocial and other support to students affected by conflict; provide support and coping skills to teachers; respecting and implementing the right to education, resuming education services, responding to conflict-created issues within the education sector, and reforming the education system to address issues at the heart of the conflict;
g. Improving recognition of the value of education and the importance of protecting it, via advocacy, the possible development of an internationally recognizable symbol denoting safe sanctuary status, public education on the right to education and the laws of war, and better monitoring and reporting of attacks;

h. Improving victim assistance and repair and recovery of buildings and facilities in line with the duty to protect the right to education;
i. The development of guidelines and concerted attempt internationally to raise awareness of how international law covers attacks on education by providing guidance on protection and risk avoidance measures;

j. Encouraging better monitoring and reporting of attacks; further researching their impact, the motives behind them and the effectiveness of protection measures; and increasing public education on the right to education, which is already used by advocates of Education for All;
k. Engagement with media outlets, editors and journalists is required to promote understanding of the issues and coverage of violations:  generate a groundswell of informed international opinion to ensure that political, military and judicial decision-makers are required to be conscious of the need to protect education from attack and give more weight to that consideration in the decisions they take;
l. Ways to rapidly reconstruct, repair and resupply attacked educational institutions in order to guarantee a zero tolerance policy towards violations of the right to education;56
m. Governments and parties to conflict should work to ensure education is perceived as neutral by making certain that schools, colleges and universities are transparently run in an inclusive, non-sectarian, non-discriminatory way. The extent and impact of attacks on education, particularly the medium and long-term impact on education systems, but also the impact on development, conflict and fragility must be assessed;
n. Education organizations should engage with the media to encourage coverage of attacks and their impact in order to improve accountability and response to attacks. This should include coverage of the long-term impact of attacks on education, education systems and efforts to achieve Education for All; 
o. Drafting an international convention in the framework of UNESCO's legal instruments, to safeguard educational spaces and environments in the course of conflicts and violence.
p. In case of any international  damage to educational institutions whether inflicted by war or internal/ civil conflicts and other damages of the sort , compensating for the inflicted damage is a responsibility of the damaging actor,
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